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men commanded them to leap into their nets* So
they were just burned alive. I found out later
that they had refused to jump because they were
too modest. They just weren't appropriately
dressed for the occasion and so preferred death to
jumping while the crowds looked up from below,
Now the wearing of pants is more universal.
They jump these days, I'm gkd to say/'
Mr. Ishiwata cannot guarantee that the de-
mand is a hundred per cent effective as there
seems to be no way of checking up on the matter,
but he is proud of the fact that the city has thirty-
nine full time fire brigades and 2,500 firemen.
"I belong to the old guard," he said* <el
am what you call a volunteer fireman* There are
some 566 volunteer companies and 26,926 volun-
teer firemen in old Tokyo. It's more of an avoca-
tion now than a vocation, but we come in mighty
handy sometimes." The old fire associations have
all the atmosphere of an exclusive gentleman's
club. The fighters are proud of the records of
their companies, like to doll up in their gay uni-
forms, practise acrobatics and keep thek matei*
or standards, in the pink of condition,
Mr* Ishiwata is the chief puller of his section's
glossy red firewagon which is nothing more than
a handpump the size of a milkman's cart. Even